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John Williamſon, c. 


IL Our Wriiianioon * un- 
7 happy ſubject of this narrative, 

Je was born about the year 1720, 
in Tenter-Alley, Little-Moor- 
STE His parents, who were in mean 
circumſtances, after cauſing him to be in- 
ſtructed in reading, writing, and arithme - 
tic, brought him up to the buſineſs: of a 
ſhoemaker, which he afterwards — 
for many years, as a urneyman, with # 
very fair e aracter. — be expected, 
that in the life of a man in this fituationy 
there ſhould have been any circumſtances 
ſufficiently „ to attract the notice 
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or attention of the E There were 


not: nor would John Williamſon have 


been ever known to the world, had not 


his unexampled cruelty to an unfortunate 
woman, whoſe greateſt misfortune was to 
be his wife, brought him into public view. 
Had it not been for this, the unhappy man 
might have gone on to the end of his days 
in a pgageful and humble, but innocent 
bicurifl It is ſufficient to ſay, that, be- 
fore he was married to his laſt wife, he 
bore the character of an honeſt, laborious, 
and pains-taking man. Nay, he was even 
eſteemed a very by man; and to his 
firſt wife (by whom he had ſeveral chil- 
dren) was conſidered as a tender huſband, 
and very careful of His family. He was, 
however; ſometunes reduced to great po- 
verty: nor nerd it be wondered at in the 
preſciit times, when the poor are in many 
inſtances ſo greatly diſtreſſed, that a man 
in no better ſituation than that of a jour- 


neyman ſhoemaker, ſhould! be ſometimes 


extremely indigent. However, when his 
tircumſtances were thus unfavourable, he 
ſtill ſhewed much regard to his family. And 
Mr Sarah Berry, who appeated to his 
character on his trial, and with whom: he 
lodged ont year and an half, during the 
life of his firſt wife, depoſed- upon oath, 

"5" That 
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That ſhe has known him, when he had m" 
one pennyworth of bread, walk out ints 
the fields, and leave it to his wife and 
children. | 

If this repreſentation of the cherakter of 
Williamſon be a true one (and that it is a 
true one, at leaſt in one part of his life, was 
ſolemnly declared by ſeveral perſons), how 
difficult is it to conceive, that ſuch a 
ſhould be guilty of a cool, deliberate act of 
cruelty, of a murder of the moſt barbarous 
kind? And yet that this unhappy man 
was guilty of this, there is not the ſhadow 
of a Jobe. It would, indeed, be utterly 
incredible, did it not appear, from the Bib. 
tory of mankind, that the fame man, at 
different times, and in different circum- 
ſtances, is often amazingly different from 
himſelf. But it may likewiſe be obſerved, 
that there have been many men, who have 
been able, for a long ſeries of time, to 
conceal their real characters from all around 
them, and to paſs in the world for much 
better men than in fact Wop were. N 


Jon Wia Theo had not been mars 
ried to Anne, his late unhappy wife, above 
eight months at the time of her death. She 
was ſubje& to fits, and of a very weak 
nnn and there is the utmoſt rea- 
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ſon to believe, that the ſole motive which 
induced Williamſon to marry her, was a 
um of money that ſhe had, which had 

left to * by her friends, and which 
was depoſited in the hands of a worthy 
—— for her uſe. However, Wil- 
ſon, who was conſiderably older than 
= was, and who had known her from a 
child, found means to -prevaul on her to 
marry him: but how little regard he at 
Fred had for her, ſufficiently appears from 
this circumſtance, that when he had lain 
with her only two or three times, they 
parted beds. However, notwithſtanding 
their laying in ſeparate beds, he behaved 
to her in a tolerable manner in other re- 
ſpects for about three weeks, permitting her 
to eat and drink with him, and treating 
her with ſome degree of ſociability. But 
from that time he began to treat her worſe 
and worſe; one reaſon aſſigned for which 
was, that when ſhe was in any of thoſe 
fits, with which ſhe was frequently trou- 


bled, or going into them, ſhe would ſome- 


times frighten his children; he having 


three living, whom he had by his firit 


wife. Another reaſon afligned for his be- 
ginning to ill treat her, was, that ſhe 
would go and ſpeak ill of him to the other 


3 who lived in * ſame houſe; for 
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' that he lived in, which was in Tenters 

Alley, Little-Moornelds, was let out into 
tenements. 

Soon after theſe inſtances of * 
viour in Williamſon's wife had happened, 
and other trifling ones of the ſame kind, 
either real or pretended, When they had 
been married about two months, he took 
it into his head to tie a rope round her bo- 
dy, and with that, and a ſtaple, he faſten+ 
ed her to a poſt by the bedſtead : and in 

this manner, like a crimisal, he uſed to 
confine her when he went out. But not 
content with treating her in this hard and 

4 ſevere manner, he ſhortly after went to 
| Woodſtreet Compter, and there purchaſed 

a pair of iron hand-cuffs: and from this 

time it was his cuſtom to hand-cuft her 

when he went out. So that, thus con- 
fined, ſhe was incapable of affiſting her- 
ſelf in any of the ordinary and neceſſary 
calls of nature; but was, at ſuch times, 

4 _ obliged to apply for aſſiſtance to Mercy 
Williamſon, a girl about fifteen years of 
age, daughter to her huſband by his firſt 
wife; or to Anne Cole, wife another 
journeyman ſhoemaker, but who uſed to 
be frequently in Williamſon's apartment. 
When he went out, and left her thus 
hand- cuffed, it was not cuſtomary ** 
um 
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him to faſten her by the rope and ſtaple to 
the poſt: and, therefore, one day in Sep- 


tember 1766, ſhe went down ſtairs into a 
room belonging to Mr. Farrington, who 
lodged in the ſame houſe, having at that 
time her hands confined behind her with 
the hand- cuffb. She then aſked Mrs. Far- 
rington, who was in the room, to untie a 
knot : upon which the latter, looking at 
the hand-cuffs, faid, ** Lord have mercy 
% upon me they are iron.” But Anne 
Williamſon told her, that if ſhe would 
take a nail, or a fork, ſhe might undo 
them; for Mr. Williamſon, the ſaid, uſed 
to undo them with ſuch a thing. Upon 


this Mr. Farrington, Who was likewiſe 


there, got a piece of a file, and with that 
he and his wife endeavoured to undo the 
Hand-cuffs. © But being unable to do this, 
Anne Williamſon faid, „J muſt go up 
then, and ſtay in miſery as I am, till he 
e comes home: and which ſhe accord- 
wgly did. 

Before Williamſon piogeeticd to that ri- 
gorous treatment” of his wife, of which 
we have juſt ſpoken, namely, ſometimes 
faſtening — confining her to a poſt, and 
at other times hand- cuffing her, he would 
frequently beat her, and ſometimes tie her 
up ont that — She once went, about 

Auguſt 


| . 

Au when the was not confined, 
to hut = of the Rev. Mr. St- ns in 
Hoxton Square, her huſband being then 
with her. However, the there complains . 
ed of her hufband's beating her; upon 
which ſome remonſtrances being made to 
Williamſon, he faid to that gentleman's 
maid, that he would not ſtrike her any 


more, but would find out ſome new 
„ puniſhment for her.” 
ſubſequent behaviour it appears, that faſ- 


And from his 


tening her to the poſt, and hand- cuffing 
her, was the neu puniſbment which he then 
intended, or at leaſt a part of it. 

She was often heard to cry out with his 


beating her; by perſons: who lodged in the 


houſe; and ſhe was frequently heard to be 
thrown down: with ſuch a degree of vio- 
lence, that her falls ſhook the cieling. 
Mrs. Farrington, a lodger in the houſe, 
who hath been already mentioned, once 
heard Anne Williamſon cry out, at a time 


when Anne Cole was there, Pray, Mrs. 


« Cole, or:God's ſabe, don't let him uſe 
* me ſo.“ Anne Cole's reply was, How 
« can 1 help-i it? what would you have me 
to do?“ 

The other lodgers in houſe nd 
— expoſtulate with Williamſon, on 
account of his cruelty to his wife, and with 
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which they were in ſome degree acquainf= 
ed by her frequent outcries. But — ſuch 
times — would either anſwer them, that 
they knew not what a worthleſs creature 
ſhe was; or otherwiſe abuſe thoſe who 
complained to him upon this ſubject. He 
was once told, that he had better put het 
in the workhouſe, than treat her in the 
manner he did; His reply was, that, if 
«the committee and he could agree, he 
% would.” And being aſked; why he did 
not take her to his bed, as other men did 
their wives, he anſwered, that * ſhe ſwarm- 
« ed with vermin in ſuch a 2 that 
* he could not come near her-. 
Williamſon was not content with uſing 


| bis wife in the cruel manner which we 


have already related, but he now proceeded 
to practiſe a new ſcheme of barbarity; 
which was of ſuch a nature, that it almoſt 
leads us to conclude, that the man who 
was the author of it, could never have 
been poſſeſſed of the common feelings of 
humanity, whatever appearanees of that 
nature he might ſometimes afſume. 
This new method of torturing his un- 
—— wife, was as follows. In a cloſet in 
the room in which they lived, he drove a 
large ſtaple, ſomewhat higher than her 
waiſt; and to that ſtaple = tied a cord, 
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with which he, as it were, hung her up 
by the middle to the ſtaple; having firſt 

ut her hands behind her, and hand-cuffed 
E. He alfo contrived to put the cord thro? 
the hand-cuffs, and then drew it up to a nail 
over her head. As the ſtaple in the wall of the 
cloſet, to which ſhe was faſtened, was ſomewhat 
higher than her waiſt, ſhe could not touch. 
the ground with her heels, but was faſtened 
ap, as it were, on tip toe. This rendered 
her poſture and ſituation much more painful 
and uneaſy, than it would have been, if her 
feet had fairly touched the ground. But 
notwithſtanding this, her inhuman huſband 
would not permit any thing to be put under. 
her feet, of which ſhe was extremely deſirous, 
in order to render her ſituation ſomewhat 
eaſier: but Williamſon would often threaten 
to beat his daughter, if ſhe attempted any 
thing of that kind. 

One of the reaſons aſſigned by this cruel 
man for the barbarous treatment of his wife, 
was, that-when ſhe was at liberty, ſhe would 
go to the other lodgers in the houſe, and beg 
victuals of them; though he, as he pretend- 
ed, furniſhed her with a ſufficiency of food, 
and as much as ſhe could eat. This, he ſaid, 
was a great ſcandal to him. But, notwith- 
ſtanding Williamſon's pretences, when his 
ſubſequent behaviour to this unfortunate wo- 
man is conſidered, there can be little reaſon 
to doubt, but that her complaints on this 
1 from the firſt were generally well found 
ed. 4 
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On the 2d of September 1766, Williamſon re- 
Eeived of the Reverend Mr. St — ns, of Hoxton 
Square, the ſum of ſexty-one pounds ten ſhillings, 
which had been depoſited in that gentleman's hands 
for the uſe of Anne Williamſon. Mr. St——ns 
had received ſome intimation that Williamſon often 
beat his wife, and otherwiſe very ill- treated her; 
for which he ſeverely reproved him. And we are 
told, that, a few days before the payment of the 


money, this gentleman offered to take the poor, 


1 455 from her huſband Williamſon for ever, 
d to uſe his endeavours to get her into the pariſh 
workhouſe, on the following conditions, namely, 


Mr. St——ns would have given Williamſon thirty 


pounds, and all the plate belonging to his wife, 
which was ſomewhat conſiderable, provided Wil- 
liamſon would agree that the other money ſhould 
be given with her into the pariſh, But this he ab- 
folutely refuſed to comply with; nor would he ſuf- 
fer his unfortunate wife to ſpeak to Mr. St—ns 


alone, though ſhe conſidered that gentleman as her 


beſt friend.” ' + - 

About the latter end of October, one Mrs. Anne 
Hart, who was acquainted both with Williamſon 
and his wife, having occaſion to get a letter writ- 
ten for a friend, went for that purpoſe, accompa- 


nied by her huſband and another man, to the apart- 


ment of John Williamſon, who wrote a good hand, 
and with much more correctneſs than is uſual for 
perſons in his ſituation, Accordingly, they found 


Williamſon at home, who agreed to write the let- 


ter, and to go to the Magpye in Biſhopſgate-ſtreer, 
to ſpend the evening. Anne Williamſon was now 
at liberty; for it was not cuſtomary with him at 
this time to faſten her to the ſtaple in the cloſer, 


©, Except when he went out. But when ſhe found 
= Ber huſband was going cut with Mr. and Mrs. 


Hart, 
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Hart, being terrified with the thoughts of her ap- 


proaching puniſhment, ſhe put her hands together, 


and addreſſing herſelf to Mrs. Hart, ſaid, For 
« God's ſake, Mrs. Hart, beg of my huſband not 
« to hand-cuff me, and tie me up, and I will be 
« very good.” Mrs. Hart then faid, © Pray, Mr. 


„ Williamſon, do not confine your wife, or tie 


„her up.” He anſwered, © I know beſt what I 
* have todo: I ſhall do it.” The unhappy wo- 
man then ſaid, If I am to be tied up, Mrs. Hart, 
© beg that I may have ſome tea in the morning.” 


Williamſon replied, That was as ſhe behaved; and 


then told Mr. and Mrs. Hart, and the other man, 
that if they would go down ſtairs, he would follow 
them in ten minutes, The two men accordingly 
went down; but Mrs. Hart ſtaid, and ſaid, Mr. 
« Williamſon, I do inſiſt upon ſeeing in what 
manner you confine your wife.“ In this Wil- 
liamſon acquieſced ; and accordingly went to the 
other ſide of the room, and fetched the iron hand- 
cuffs, which he ſhewed to Mrs. Hart, and ſaid, 
© The b—ch has broke the lock of them.” Mrs. 
Hart aſked him what he did with them: but, with- 
out making any anſwer to that queſtion, he went 
and undid the cloſer door, which was faſtened with 
a button. He then bid his wife turn round, which 
ſhe readily did, putting her hands behind her back: 
for he had ſo awed and terrified her by his rigours 
and ſeverities, that ſhe dared not to make the leaſt 
oppoſition to whatever he commanded, however 
painful and uneaſy to herſelf, Williamſon then 
hand- cuffed her, and with a rope drew her up tight 
to the ſtaple, in the manner that is before deſcriþ- 
ed. When he was drawing her up, ſhe cried our, 


: 


„Oh! Mr. Williamſon, Oh! Mr. Wien 
< you draw me ſo tight, you'll cut my h 

< aſunder.” Williamſon ſaid ſhe always i 
that noiſe ; but if ſhe did not hold- her tongue: he 
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would knock her head againſt all. He then 
went down ſtairs, and there being no body in the 
room but Mrs. Hart and Mercy Williamſon, the 
Feinde the unhappy woman, who was faſtened 
In the cloſet, aſked Mrs. Hart to give her a pinch 
of ſauff ; which ſhe accordingly did, and alſo wiped 
the poor creature's noſe, which ſhe was incapable 
of doing herſelf, on account of her being. hand- 
cuffed. Anne Williamſon then deſired Mrs. Hart, 
fo aſk her huſband's daughter to let her have a little 
fool that ſtood by the fire, to put under her feet. 
Mrs. Hart accordingly ſpoke to the girl for that 
purpoſe; but ſhe made anſwer, that ſhe dared not; 
for if the did, her father would beat her. Upon 
this, Mrs. Hart faid, ſhe would put the ſtool under 
her herſelf, which ſhe accordingly did : and Anne 
. Williamſon, though ſtill faſtened to the ſtaple, then 
Rood upright; and was very thankful for this 
1975 of ſervice, ſaying ſhe was now much eaſter. 
When Mrs. Hart returned to Williamſon, her huſ- 
band, and the other man, ſhe ſaid, Mr. Wil- 
e ſiamſon, don't be angry with your daughter on 
account of the ſtool being put under your wife's 
et feet; for I put it under myſelf.” Williamſon 
,Feplied, ** I will break every bone in my daugh- 
«* ter's ſkin for letting you put it under; for the 
„ b—ch will get out of the cloſet.” .  _ 

It was within a few days of this, that one of 
the lodgers in the houſe heard Williamſon's daugh- 
ter cry out, Pray, father, dear father, for God's 
fake, don't do it.” Williamſon was then heard 
to anſwer, D—n her, a b— ch, I will,” Upon 
this the perſon called up ſtairs, and aſked, whe- 
ther he was murdering the woman, beſeeching him 
to conſider what he was about, and telling him he 


Wight repent when it was too late. Williamſon 


ed, © Your counſel is very good; but if I do 
any thing amiſs, I am to anſyer for it ant 
| N 
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And he was not content with tying her up to 
ſtaple, hand cuffing her, and beating her, but he 
would frequently throw water in her face, when 
ſhe was faſtened up in the cloſet; and would oblige 
his daughter to do the ſame, though much againft 
the girl's will; for ſhe ſometimes refuſed to do at, 
though ſhe thereby incurred his diſpleaſure. 

Anne Williamſon had hitherto been faſtened up 
to the ſtaple in the cloſet, in the manner before 
deſcribed, - at certain times, when her huſband 
thought proper, by way of puniſhment; and at all 
times when he went out. But ſhe was releaſed at 
intervals; and her huſband then let her have fuch 
food as he thought proper, though that appears to 
have been but a ſcanty proportion. But he now 
ſeems to have formed a deſign to bring her to her 
end, though by flow degrees, and in the moſt cruel 
and inhuman manner: for, from about the middle 
of November till the middle of December, the 
ſpace of four weeks, or ſomewhat more, it a 
that he kept her hand-cuffed, and faſtened up to 
the ſtaple in the cloſet, in the uneaſy ſituation be- 
fore deſcribed, her feet not coming to the ground, 
without allowing her any interval of eaſe. He 
would not permit her to be let down, during that 
time, either to go to bed, to eat or drink, or to 
.obey any of the. moſt neceſfary or urgent calls of 
nature. As ſhe was much afflicted with fits, ſhe 
ſometimes had four or five in a day, while ſhe was 
confined in this miſerable manner: but the inhu- 
man Williamſon would not permit -her to be un- 
looſed, or let down, on account of them. With 
reſpect to food, the little he furniſhed her with was 
in the following manner. He cauſed à flice of 
bread and butter, from a - thteepenny- loaf, to he 
placed every day on a ſhelf in the cloſer, which 
was of ſuch a height, that though ſlie was f 
to the ſtaple, ſhe could reach it wich n | 
| or 
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. For as ſhe was hand-cuffed, as well as tied to the 
wall, ſhe could eat of the bread and butter no other 
-way. And in this miſerable manner, without the 
uſe of her hands, and without aſſiſtance from others, 
was this unhappy wretch obliged to eat all ſhe did 
for the ſpace of a month. She could not, how- 
ever, eat much ; for enough was not allowed her 


for the ſuſtenance of nature; ſcarce any thing but 


a ſingle ſlice of bread and butter daily, during the 
whole time of which we are now ſpeaking. That 
was her ſtated allowance: but it is ſaid that ſhe 
was permitted to eat a few morſels of meat left by 


her huſband, twice or thrice within the ſpace of 


about a month. 

As to drink, they uſed to hold water to her 
mouth while ſhe drank ; for ſhe never could drink 
any ſort of beer : bur, it is ſaid, that when ſhe was 
at liberty, ſhe would drink drams, if ſhe could get 
them. While ſhe was thus cruelly faſtened up and 
confined during the laſt month, the little aſſiſtance 
which ſhe had, was chiefly from Williamſon's 
daughter and Anne Cole. She would ſometimes 
aſk for more food than was allowed her, notwich- 
ſtanding her uneaſy ſituation in other reſpects, and 
the painful manner in which ſhe muſt eat it : but 
Williamſon would reply, that, © if ſhe had not 
* had enough, ſhe ſhould have no more ; for ſhe 
worked for none.” And when Williamſon din- 
ed, it was his cuſtom to have the door of the cloſet 
ſhut upon his wife, till he had done. | 
This worſe than ſavage treatment, it was impoſ- 
fible that an human creature could long endure. 
On Sunday the 14th of December, ſhe being ſo 
very weak and low, that ſhe could ſcarcely be heard 
t ſpeak, Williamſon permitted her to be let down 
to have ſome dinner. When ſhe was looſened from 
—theftaple, ſo that ſhe might ſtand upon the ground, 
the; ſtaggered very much, and was obliged to lay 
2 5 | hold 
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hold of things in the room to keep herſelf from 
falling. She afterwards ſat down upon ſome rags 
in the cloſet, where ſome of the meat, which they 
then had for dinner, was brought to her on a plate. 
Her hand-cuffs were taken off ; but her hands were 
ſo numbed and ſwelled, that it was with difficulty 
ſhe uſed the knife and fork. She eat only two or 
three mouthfuls, and then ſaid ſhe could eat no 
more. When ſhe had done, ſhe defired to come 
to the fire, which Williamſon permitted her to do. 
When ſhe had been there about half an hour, ſhe 
began to ſwarm with, vermin. She thereupon en- 
deavoured to kill ſome of them; but Williamſon 
ſaid, Don't fit throwing them about here, but 
* get into your kennel.” She then returned back 
to the cloſer, holding by the wall to ſupport her- 
ſelf. © She complained that ſhe was very cold, and 
ſaid, that ſhe had a pain in her ſtomach. About 
four o'clock in the afternoon of the ſame day (Sun- 
day), ſhe came out of the cloſet again, and fat 
down by the fire about ten minutes, Williamſon 
being there; but he then ſaid, ©* Go in again, you 
have ſat long enough; now you are warm, 80 
* in again; you ſhall not ſit here.“ 

He did not offer to faſten her up again that 
night; but ſhe aſking him, whether ſhe ſhould go 
to bed that night, he told her, that ſhe might 
make up her bed in the cloſet, if ſhe would. Ac- 
cordingly ſhe lay in the cloſer that night, upon 
ſome rags and a ſheet, which ſerved her for a bed. 
But early on Monday morning, about five o'clock; 
ſhe was taken with a very violent and terrible fit. 
Her huſband, being alarmed by the noiſe ſhe made, 
went to her, as did alſo his daughter. They found 
her with her face up againſt the wall, and in vi 
lent agitations, blogd coming out of her mouth 
She continued in this fit about an hour and an half, 
and afterwards recovering, went to ſleep tili%o- 

| wards 
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wards ten in the forenoon. When ſhe waked, ſhe 
behaved like a mad-woman, calling to Williamſon 
out of the cloſer, and ſaying, © Daddy! let me 
* come out.” And when Anne Cole afterwards 
went to ſpeak to her, all ſhe. faid was, Daddy 
% Daddy ! Iam coming.” She continued in this 
delirious condition till between four and five in the 
afternoon, when Williamſon went to her, and held 
up her head; but ſhe was then ſpeechleſs. How- 
ever; he was ſtill ſo totally devoid of humanity, 
that he ſuffered her to lie in that condition in the 
eloſet, without any aſſiſtance. He juſt looked in 
upon her, as did alſo his daughter, but her eyes 
were fixed: and then Williamfon, with his daugh- 
ter, and his two other children, went out to ſup 
with Anne Cole and her huſband, who lived in 
Whitecroſs-ſtreet. Anne Cole, however, offered 
to ſtay with the unfortunate woman; and the 
daughter told her father, that ſhe thought Anne 
Williamſon. would not live over the night, and 
that ſomebody” ought to be with her; but the in- 
human Williamſon replied, « No, no, never mind.” 
And the unhappy woman remained in this condi- 
tion in the cloſer till about five o'clock the next 
morning,” Tueſday the 16th of December, when 
the expired, and was thereby happily relieved from 
All her miſeries. . 
The fame morning, Williamſon ſent. down to 
one of the lodgers in the houſe, informing her that 
is wife was dead, and defiring that ſhe would come 
up and look at the dead body. Accordingly this 
perſon went up into the room, attended by ſeveral 
of the neighbours, who viewed the body of Anne 
Williamſon, which then lay upon a bedſtead. The 
KY was ſo extremely emaciated, that it appeared 
More like a ſkeleton, than any thing elſe. There 

marks round her ancles, and round her wriſts 
Ther middle, as if. ſhe had been tied with cords. 
2 | SE. There 
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There was alſo the mark of a ſevere blow on her 
left cheek, and another on the right ſide of her 
forehead ; and many lice were crawling about her. 
Williamſon, in the mean time, ſeemed not to 
apprehend himſelf in any ſort of danger about this 
affair, and made no attempt to abſcond. One of 
the lodgers, who had viewed the body, aſked him, 
why he had not taken her advice, and put his wife 
? into the workhouſe, rather than uſe her in the 
| manner he had done? His reply was, © You may 
« do your beſt and your worſt: I will not fly.” 

However, a general clamour being raiſed againſt 

him in the neighbourhood, he was carried before 

the ſitting alderman at Guildhall the ſame day, 

who committed him to Woodſtreet Compter; and 

the coroner's inqueſt having fart upon the body the 

18th of the month, and brought io their verdict 

Wilful Murder againſt Williamſop, he was there- 

upon removed to Newgate. 

We muſt, however, obſerve, that before this, 

the body of Anne Williamſon was viewed by Mr. 

Cc s B——n, a ſurgeon, in Redcroſs-ſtteet; 

-and he r a kind of livid- coloured mark up- 

on her left cheek, and the like appearance of a 

blow on the right ſide the upper lip; and having 

turned up the lip, diſcovered a cut againſt her teeth, 

4 which * ared to be quite chrough the red part of 
I the lip. The ſame gentleman alſo « opened her body, 
i after which he gave it as his opinion, upon the 

: whole, that the woman died for want of food. 


Notwithſtanding this, Williamſon till ſeemed 
to be very ſanguine in his expectations of getting 
off. However, he before wrote letters, and ſent 
them to ſuch perſons as he thought might ſerve C on 
"the coroner's jury, in order to prejudice them in 
lis favour. The following is a copy of one of 
8 | | theſe 
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letters, which was received by a gentleman, | 
Aliamſon's own band-writing. 4 


« STR, 


Mine unhappy caſe makes me to intreat you 

| & (as I apprehend you will be on the jury) to be 

| + favourable to me,; for I declare myſelf to be no 
e ways acceflary towards her death, notwithſtand- 
£ ing the bitter outcries of the people; for I do 
#* declare, I have not uſed her ill, ſo as to occaſion 
4. any marks of violence about her; and as for 
« victuals, ſhe has always eat more than me: ſo 
that her death is natural, as my defence, which 
«© have drawn up, and ordered to be given to the 
« gentlemen, will make appear. | ; 

| « Tam, SIR, 
C | | % Your humble ſervant, 


% John WILLIAMSON.” 


| The following is the defence which he drew up, 
WW | referred to in the preceding letter, and which is 
| alfo taken from the original. | 


% GENTLEMEN, 


Never was man more injured than I am at the 
, < preſent, by a et of baſe people, who have raiſed 
*« acalumny on me, without any ſure ground for 
* ſo doing; which makes me take up my pen, to 
* offer ſomething to prove my innocence. Firſt, 
I am accuſed of violently beating her, ſo as to 
* occaſion her death. To which I anſwer, That 
, ** ſhe has not had a ſlap from me for ſome months. 
. ** Indeed, when we have had words together, ſhe 
s has ſprieked out, Murder! I ſhall be killed! I 
f am all of a gore blood! when at the ſame time 
| . N y « [ 
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der of Anne his wife, by confining” atid*i 
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n have not touched her, nor been near her by 


« ſome yards; which can be proved by Mr. and 
« Mrs. Cole, who are ready to anſwer, So' help 
e me God. The next thing they accuſe me with, 
„is ſtarving of her. To which L anfwer, That 
<« ſhe had always plenty; and if I thought ſhe hat 
e not enough; ſhe had more, if ſhe chuſed it: ſo 
e that I am conſcious to myſelf ſhe never wanted; 
« which my above-named'friends, as well as oth | 
« will juſtify. As for her being ſo emaciated, it 

« j$owing to thoſe fits which ſhe' has been accufs 
« tomed to for ſome years paſt. I have been mat» 
e ried to her this ſeven or eight months; and Ida 
« aſſert, that ſhe has had ten or twelve of thoſt 
4 almoſt every day; which has wore her to that 
60 —— which ſhe now appears to be. About 
e ſtx months ago, ſhe had a moſt violent fit, {6 
e that ſhe wetted two towels with blood att 
e phlegm. I then ſent for Mr. Arnold's man, 
„When he came, he ſaid he never ſaw afry' worſe 
& than ſhe was, to be alive; and thoſe firs would 
„ ſoon carry her off; for he did- not think' ſhe 
e would-live- two days longer. For the founda> 
C tion of her diforder was this: ſhe had not the cuf- 
% tom of women in the natural way; for they 
« flew into the head; which occafioned thoſe fits: 
« As I have related the truth, as I am to 2 
to my God; 1 hope you will impartially com 

« der my unhappy caſe. TY 

« am, GENTLEMEN, _ 
* Your ſubmiſſive ſervant, 


„ Jom WitLtanS0n” 


Wilfamſon was brought to his triaf on Fd 
che 16th of January, 1767, being indieted, at 
ſeſſions houſe in the Old Bailey, for the wilfol mußt 
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ing her,. from the 21ſt of November till the 16th 
FE December, and denying her proper ſuſtenance. 
The principal witneſſes againſt, him were, Eliza- 
beth, Farrington, who lodged in the ſame houſe, 
Anne Hart, and his own daughter, Mercy Wil- 
liamſon. The evidence againſt him was ſtrong 
N and he was, therefore, found guilty by 

1 , — 

1 Io — courſe of the trial, he made a ſhort de- 
fence, but in which the greateſt part of what he 
ſaid was little to the purpoſe. He inſiſted, how- 
ever, that he always furniſhed his wife with the 
neceſſaries of life; but ſaid, he confined her on 
account. of her frightening his children when he 
was abſent. He alledged ſeveral other inſtances of 
his wife's miſbehaviour ; but affirmed, that ſhe was 
not tied up one night during the whole month, 
though his own daughter ſwore, that ſhe was fal- 
tened up night and day during the whole time. 
1 however, being entirely unſatisfac- 
tory, and unſupported by any proper evidence, 


availed him nothing: and immediately after the 


Jury had brought in their verdict againſt him, he 
received ſentence to be executed on the Monday 
following, and afterwards to be diſſected and ana- 
romized. His daughter gave her evidence againſt 
him with trembling, and with tears; but notwith- 
ſtanding that, as ſoon as he had received ſentence, 
he turned to the court, and ſaid, © My death is 
** owing to that wicked devil, my daughter.” 
And from the time of his receiving ſentence, to the 
time appointed for his execution, he could not be 
brought to any acknowledgment of his guilt. 

- The beadles belonging to the ſeveral wards at 


dhe caſt end of the town, were ordered to give 


tice to the conſtables to attend at Newgate by 


r o'clock, on the morning appointed for his 
| s. Which was Monday, the 19th of Ja- 
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nuary. And accordingly the ſheriff, conſtables, - 
and proper officers, being aſſembled, about nine 

| o'clock Williamſon was conveyed in a cart from 
Newgate to Moorfields, that place being pitched 
upon for the execution, on account of its nearneſs 
to the place where the cruel and tragical affair for 
which he was now to ſuffer, had been tranſacted. 
The gallows was erected in the center, fronting 
Chiſwell-ſtreet. He was attended by two clergy- 
men of the church of England, and a Methodiſt 
teacher, who prayed by him for near a full hour. 
It was with difficulty that the clergymen could 
prevail upon him to make any acknowledgment of 
his guilt : but at laſt, a ſhort time before the cart 
drew away, he was prevailed upon to confeſs, that 
his cruel treatment of his wife had been the cauſe 
of her death. Upon which one of the clergymen 
addreſſed himſelf to the ſpectators, who were ex- 
ceedingly numerous, and acquainted them with 
this; and alſo that Williamſon owned, that his 
diſorderly life had been the principal means of 
bringing him into that unfortunate ſituation, and 
that he hoped the people would pray for his ſoul. 
The cart ſoon after drew away, and Williamſon 
having hung the uſual time, was cut down, and 

. Carried to Surgeons Hall, to be anatomized, agree- 
able to his ſentence. He was a tall, thin man, 
and, at the time of his death, about forty-ſix years 
of age. | 


Such was the end of John Williamſon, who 
thus moſt deſervedly fell a ſacrifice to public juſ- 
tice, and the laws of his country. And having 
thus brought our narrative to a concluſion; we 
might here diſmiſs the Reader: but we will firſt 
take the liberty of making two or three renjarks. 
There are few inſtances of ſuch ſavage — 


2 
3 
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duch unſceling cruelty is che married liſe, as that 


fume; char it is needleſs- to caution any man to 
avoid ſuck practices as thoſe of Willlamſon. We 
havo tod good an opinion of the humanity of ou- 
chuntry men, in general; to ſuppoſe this at all ne- 
euſſary. Out remarks, therefore, ſhall' be of a 
more general nature. 

Matrimonial unhappineſs is frequently occa- 


Noned hy faults on both ſides; though, in the 


fault: ſeems to have been almoſt entirely on the 
man's ſide: för hie evidently married her for no 
ather 'reaſon;- but on account of the little money 
ſhe had; and whenever that is the cafe, unhappi- 
neſs: may be conſidered as the natural conſequence, 
though che event may not often he ſo tragical as in 
the preſent inſtance. 2 : 

Men are inveſted with' much power over their 
wives; by nature and by cuſtom, by reaſon and 
by-law; but no! laws; whether divine or human, 
will tolerate ſuch inhuman tyranny as that which we 
have-telated! And the natural and legal power 
weh huſbands- have over their wives, ought to 


b exereiſed with reaſon and moderation, with 
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Mindneſs;. tenderneſs, and humanity: And in this 
manner it will be exerciſed by wiſe and good men. 
The huſband ſhould love his wife for her good 
qualities, and be candid and indulgent to her favlrs 
and foibles; remembering, that as perfection is 
net to be found among men, it would be unrea- 
ſonable to expect it in the weaker ſex, to whom 
plture has, in general, given an inferior degree of 
mental,' as well as of corporeal ſtrength. Wives, 


e other: hand, ſhould remember, that it is 
ds; | IF - neceſſary 
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which is- related in the preceding pages: and, in- 
| deed; it is neceſſary, for the honour of humanity, 
that there ſhould not. We may, therefore, pre- 


affalr of Williamſon and his unhappy” wife, the 
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often a ſtate of diſcord and uneaſineſs, a ſtate of 
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neceſſary to the preſervation of nuptial happineſs, 
that they ſhould be lovers of peace, compliant, 
good-tempered, and obliging; and not apt, on 
every trifling occaſion, to excite noiſe and clamour, 
and to irritate their huſbands by needleſs or unſea- 
ſonable reproaches, by indecent paſſion, and by 
intemperance of tongue. If theſe few rules were 
te be generally obſerved, it would, we apprehend, 
prevent much domeſtic infelicity ; and be the 
means of making the matrimonial life, which is too 


mutual happineſs and comfort. | 
Finally, let every man who reads this narrative 
remember, that vice of every kind is the certain 
road to miſery : that when once any man begins to 
deviate from the paths of reaſon and- conſcience, 
of virtue and religion, he knows not where he may 
ſtop. Many a man, who has at firſt been ſhocked 
to venture on a ſlight breach of the laws of mora- 
lity, has been brought by degrees to the 
tion of crimes which humanity is ſtartled at. In 
ſhort, — of vice is naturally and neceſ- 
ſarily productive of unhappineſs in the preſent 
world, but will more certainly and inevitably lead 
to the puniſhments of futurity, which, as they are 
more terrible and more laſting, are ſtill more juſtly 
to be dreaded. 
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The LIFE, ' DEATH, ELEGY, 
APH, of po 


O.. D MON, 


IV HO Digg on Sunday laſt, 2 
St. Giles 85 ® May 18, 1783, EY 102 Years, 


and EP} 


N Sunday evening laſt, at ten o'clock 
died, at his lodgings i in Dy oi-ltrect 
St. Giles s, aged 102 years, SLA 

EAD, commonly known £& th 

name of OLD SIMON. © | 

This remarkable man appeared in the ded 
with a long beard, and a prodigious number 
bags tied about him, and by the ſingularity 
his appearance,. excited the charity, as well 
curioſity, of thoſe who ſaw him. He was of al 
inoffenſive diſpoſition, and when offended, re 


ſented it no further than by ee from his pet 
1 ſecutors. 


In converſation, he had generally al 
anſwer, quoted from ſcripture, for thoſe Wü 


ff | queſtioned him. He was of a good family ne: 
Northampton, but a faithleſs wife, and fal 
friend, made him fix a reſolution of abandonin 


his. 10 and connexions, and gaining a prec 
rious livelihood by the charity of the Public. 
He frequently called himſelf a Prophet, ar 


1 his laſt prophecy was fulfilled, for on Sunday | 
declared to thoſe about him, that he ſhould d 


at ten 0 o'clock at night, which he according] 


did. 


